

SAFETY TOOLBOX TOPIC
PPE Focus: GLOVES


Simply wearing work gloves is not guaranteed protection from injuries to your hands. However, selecting the correct gloves for the job does give you substantial protection from injuries.

The type of gloves you wear varies based on the hazards you are exposed to on the job.

Chemicals or Skin Irritants:

· The type of chemical resistant gloves you wear depends on the TYPE of chemical you are using. You may need latex or nitrile gloves or even something stronger    depending on the nature of the hazard. Consult the SDS for the product you are handling for a complete explanation of the type of protection you should be using on the job.

Lacerations & Punctures:

· Lacerations and punctures to the hands are consistently one of the most common type of injuries. Anytime you are manually moving products or materials, you should wear gloves to protect hands. Steel and plastic banding is also a common cause of lacerations for associates. 
· If you are cutting steel banding, always wear Kevlar gloves to protect your hands.

Knife and Cutting Safely:

· Always cut away from body and your opposing hand when cutting with any knife
· Use smooth straight motion while cutting
· Ensure knife is sharp and not dull
· Always use the right cutting tool for the material or product that is being cut.

Additional Reminders:

· Inspect your gloves prior to each use. Replace worn or damaged gloves.
· If your gloves are worn or damaged, get a new pair immediately.
· Make sure gloves fit your hands. Loose gloves can create a hazard!
· Make sure the gloves you wear are rated to protect you from the hazards you are exposed to.
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